WHEN TO GO The climate is
generally mild, but you'll find
some variation between the
subtropical north and the glacier-
dotted south. The warmest
months are between January and
March, and it's coolest in July.

GETTING THERE AND
AROUND Qantas (gantas.com)
and Air New Zealand
(airnewzealand.com) fly the
approximately 13 hours from the
West Coast to Auckland. With
scenic shoreline drives and
dramatic mountain passes, the

~ ferries operate regularly
between Wellington and
Picton. Keep in mind that
you will have to switch
rental cars when you cross
the strait.

Black Barn

i Vineyards Black
Barn Rd., Havelock North;
64-6/877-7985; blackbarn.
com; cottages from $250.

Clifftops Retreat 1452 State
Hwy. 60, Ruby Bay; 64-3/540-
2767: clifftops-retreat.co.nz;
cottage from $395, all-inclusive.

Eagles Nest Five modern
villas—most with private pools.
60 Tapeka Rd., Russell;
64-9/403-8333; eaglesnest.
co.nz; villas from S$1,650.

%ﬁe’m‘ ‘g Hotel d'Urville A good
Walndil base for wine-country
explorations. 52 Queen St.,
Blenheim; 64-3/577-9945;

durville.com; doubles from S234.
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rUIlQUIIUy. U IWTCTU JL., muLnIdriu,
64-9/376-3489; mollies.co.nz;
doubles from $440.

Ohtel 66 Oriental Parade,
Wellington; 64-4/803-0600;
ohtel.com; doubles from $356.

Otahuna Lodge 224 Rhodes Rd.,
Tai Tapu; 64-3/329-6333; otahuna.
co.nz; doubles from $1,105, all-
inclusive, except lunch.

Westin Auckland Lighter
Quay The hotel seems to
float over the water like one of the
supersleek yachts in the harbor.

21 Viaduct Harbour Ave., Auckland;
800/228-3000; westin.com;
doubles from $220.

EAT

Black Barn Bistro Black Barn
Rd., Havelock North; 64-6/
877-7985; lunch for two $85.

Cable Bay Vineyards A modern
restaurant with sweeping vistas
across the gulf. 12 Nick Johnstone
Dr., Waiheke Island; 64-9/
372-5889; dinner for two $100.

Vidl LIl DUDIEY > mesLwauialiv 1vo
Oriental Parade, Wellington; 64-4/
920-8302; dinner for two $145.

Mudbrick Vineyard & Restaurant
Vegetables grown on-site, and a
great view of the Hauraki Gulf.

126 Church Bay Rd., Waiheke Island;
64-9/372-9050; dinner for two $120.

Pegasus Bay Pinot Noir wine and
locally sourced food in a garden
setting. 263 Stockgrove Rd.,
Waipara; 64-3/314-6869; lunch

for two $100.

Terrdir Craggy Range Winery's
restaurant has a wood-fired oven
turning out great roasted meats.
253 Waimarama Rd., Havelock
North; 64-6/873-0143; lunch for

two $80.

T+L ON TWITTER!
Follow us @TravlandLeisure—
and be part of our
next social media experiment.
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